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Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI)
Application

School Year 2022-2023

Status: Approved

 Ark. School for the Blind (6091000)

Applications will be reviewed in the order received. Incomplete applications will be returned to the district.
A notification letter will be sent to the superintendent at the email address listed above upon approval by the Arkansas State Board of
Education.
NOTE: The approved application must then be posted on the district website - State Required Information.

District:
LEA #: 6091000

Superintendent: James Caton

Email: james.caton@asb.k12.ar.us

Phone: (501) 296-1810

Duration Requested (not to exceed
three years):

1 Year
(School year 2022-2023 to 2022-2023)

mailto:james.caton@asb.k12.ar.us
tel:(501) 296-1810


A service provided by ADE
Office of Information Technology
Created @ 9/9/2022 11:05 AM

LEA# 6091000

Page 2

AMI (Alternate Method of Instruction)

As per Arkansas Code Annotated Â§ 6-10-127 a district may apply for up to 10 days of AMI for the use of alternative methods
of instruction, including [remote] learning, on days when the district is closed due to exceptional or emergency
circumstances such as:

contagious disease outbreak
inclement weather
other acts of God
utility outage

Number of AMI days requested by the district.
(Please note that all AMI days utilized must be
noted in eSchool. Sporting events, funerals,
other school events, lack of substitutes, or lack
of bus drivers do not qualify as exceptional
circumstances.)

-10

Provide a description of the AMI assignments
and materials used at each school within the
district to e�ectively facilitate teaching and
support learning for the benefit of the
students. Please include information if the
district will utilize technology-based
assignments or paper packets. (AMI packets
must be available on-line or have been sent
home prior to the designation of an AMI day)
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Blindness is a disabling condition that can o�en impede students from 
accessing critical information that is presented in the classroom. Various 
types of technology can be used in an e�ort to make educational 
information more equitably accessible. In our attempt to provide an 
individualized education for all, our students are exposed to many di�erent 
types of basic operating systems, computers, and devices such as 
refreshable braille devices, apps and electronic screen readers. This 
instruction is started in our early elementary grades, especially for students 
who are totally blind braille readers. Students with low vision are also taught 
to use specific reading devices and so�ware that enable them to access text 
(i.e. text to speech so�ware, enlargement so�ware, color contrasting 
computer settings, etc.). 

ASBVI is dedicated to provide students with technological support that 
allows them to be competitive with their sighted peers. Chromebooks are 
available for each student to check out as appropriate. In addition, braille 
students are able to use a smart phone with their refreshable braille devices 
to access the internet, Google docs, email, and independent files.  

Several means of alternative instruction will be utilized in the event that 
school is closed due to exceptional or emergency circumstances. For the 
secondary students, units of study for specific curricular areas will be 
created, and shared through Google docs/Google classroom. Students will 
then be able to participate in cooperative learning groups that are facilitated 
by their teachers and collaborate with their peers through this same avenue. 
Units will also be produced in large print and braille. Secondary "Blizzard 
Bags" will be available for students to take home if bad weather is expected. 
Additionally, ASBVI has a YouTube (ASBVItechtv) channel from which lessons 
can be accessed. Teachers can create prerecorded lessons that would be an 
extension of the instruction that occurs within the traditional classroom. 
"Blizzard Bags" would also be created for the elementary students. The 
materials would be provided in the appropriate reading medium. 
Enrichment activities will be designed to facilitate more independent 
learning skills. All "Blizzard Bags" will be created during the fall semester. 
This should provide ASBVI the opportunity to have in place appropriate AMI 
materials prior to any emergency or exceptional circumstance. All activities 
could then be submitted electronically or in person when we reconvene 
classes. 
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Describe how student attendance will be
determined for an approved AMI day. (All
attendance should be determined and
reported in eSchool within 5 days of the AMI
day.) May include a link (URL) to the
attendance policy for digital learning students
if applicable to all students during AMI days.

Teachers and instructional sta� will be available on AMI days to support and 
check in with students online and/or phone as necessary. Students that 
complete assigned AMI work, as determined by their respective teachers will 
be counted present. If a student does not complete the work as prescribed 
by the teacher, then the student will be counted as absent. 

Describe how the district will ensure
implementation of Individual Education
Programs (IEPs) for students with disabilities
on AMI days. Include how the district will
involve the special education teacher in the
provision of special education services during
the AMI day to meet the individual needs of
each student.

ASBVI has a unique student population. All of our students are served under 
IDEA and therefore, all of our teachers are special education certified or have 
extensive training in the area of blindness and low vision. This means that 
they are all aware of the unique needs of their students along with their 
required modifications and accommodations for school work, educational 
needs, and programming options. This will be reflected in the individualized 
AMI assignments. Also, teachers will incorporate various teleconferencing 
technologies, such as ZOOM, or google hangouts/meets in order to provide 
additional support to students that require it at home. In short, students will 
be provided braille materials, large print materials, and access to technology 
supports to ensure that appropriate accommodations are provided. 

Describe how accommodations and related
services will be provided.

Students will be provided braille materials, large print materials, and access 
to technology supports to ensure that appropriate accommodations are 
provided. Students who miss any of their related services (OT, PT, SLP, O&M, 
etc.) will be rescheduled as soon as possible for a make-up session.

Please include the link (URL) to the webpage
or social media where information will be
posted to announce the date of the AMI day
and reason for utilizing the AMI day - (this
should match the AMI dates entered into
eSchool). (Example: December 1 will be an AMI
day due to inclement weather)

https://www.arkansasschoolfortheblind.org/ 
 
 


